
 

 

Duke University 
Head Coach David Cutcliffe Quotes 

Sept. 2 – N.C. Central Game 

 
 
Head coach David Cutcliffe 

 

On the victory… 

“You have to like when you start fast. I thought we were really good from the opening kickoff and the entire first 

half. We didn’t have the frustration to make it a ball game. We played well enough, got a big lead and that was huge. 

We really were organized and executed well.” 

 

On the big lead at the halftime and still have a strong second half… 

“We didn’t do that a year ago in this particular game. I was disappointed we stopped ourselves on downs on the first 

drive of the second half. We had a good kickoff return in that, which was one of the things we challenged them to 

do. But after that, I thought we got better as the second half went on, playing all of our twos, threes and some fours. 

 

On what he said to quarterback Daniel Jones after turning the ball over on downs… 

“I wasn’t too pleased. We had three wasted downs that I would attribute to what we were doing at quarterback in 

that circumstance and he’s better than that.” 

 

On Brittain Brown’s performance… 

“I thought Brittain was terrific. We’ve got some backs that are different. We’ve got some backs that are guys that 

can make big plays for us and we have to continue that trend. Brittain Brown showed it a year ago. Where we were 

and the people we had at that time we didn’t want to use a year up and I’m glad we didn’t. He’s a heckuva young 

man and a heckuva of a competitor.” 

 

On playing young players significant minutes… 

“One of the things I’m going to do and I told them this at halftime. I’m going to assess the second half much more 

closely than I do the first half. That will tell you more about your football team so I’m anxious to see the tape.” 

 

On Bryon Fields’ play… 

“He’s a terrific competitor, a great captain and a great young man. I’ve already looked at the penalty [that brought 

back his second touchdown] and it can be called. You don’t sit there and say it’s not a penalty, but you don’t sit 

there and say ‘Wow, that’s a penalty.’ It happens. It’s unfortunate, but it happens.  

 

On having few penalties 

“You score 60 points and have two touchdowns called back. But that’s okay. That’s a great lesson learned. It doesn’t 

matter whether we think they’re penalties or not, they are penalties, so you don’t let things become close. I’m going 

to look hard at those parts of us – penalties and assignments and all the little things you have to do to be good 

enough. I think everybody is aware we have a Big Ten team coming in here that we haven’t done very well with so 

we’re excited about getting better.” 

 

What message will you have for the team in preparation for next week… 

“I already told them that it starts tomorrow. We’ve got to get better Sunday. We’re going to dissect this tape, spend 

some time with it because you should early in the season. We’ll go on the field for a short period of time. Tomorrow 

evening is get better Sunday and I hope we go on the field and get better on the practice field.” 

 


