
COACHES CORNER
This year’s season was filled with many ups and downs. In my opinion we wrestled one of the toughest schedules in the country. 

I felt like, through it all, our guys performed well. With the losses of Brandon Gambucci and Tanner Hough both NCAA qualifiers hurt 
us throughout the year. We were very young in both of those weight classes and with five freshmen in the lineup there were a lot of 
growing pains throughout the year. We had a lot of tight matches but were unable not put it all together in some of them. I thought our 
guys started to mature and began to put things together at the ACC tournament.  We ended up with two national qualifiers, Conner 
Hartmann and Immanuel Kerr-Brown. 

At the NCAA Championships Immanuel Kerr-Brown went 1-2 and Conner Hartmann went 5 -2 and placed 5th to earn All-America 
honors. Hartmann’s losses were to the eventual NCAA champion and the third-place finisher. At the end of the season banquet Conner Hartmann was voted the 
Most Valuable Wrestler , Immanuel Kerr-Brown was voted Most Improved Wrestler. Spencer Neff was All Academic with a 3.75 GPA and Connor Bass was voted Most 
Outstanding Freshman. We finished 29th overall at NCAAs, the highest finish by Duke in program history, besting 2009’s 35th place.

On the academic front our team performed well. We finished sixth in the country with a team GPA of 3.31 and had six ACC honor roll members, 
the most in the ACC. With our season drawing to an end it’s time to start the next phase of building our program. 

April 28 marked the beginning of the renovation of our wrestling room. I was very excited to see just how many alumni were on board with 
the direction the program is heading and I would like to personally thank each of you for your show of support at the NCAA Championships. 
We could not achieve our goals without you. 

We are very excited for the upcoming season with four national qualifiers and a returning All-American. We feel that it’s going to be a great season 
next year. Pray that we stay healthy because we have the potential to do some big things. Our schedule is coming together and it will be just as 
competitive as last year’s schedule. So many people ask me why we schedule so tough and I say to them we truly believe in the saying iron sharpens iron. 
We look forward to your continued support of Duke wrestling and please be on the lookout for updates on our wrestling room renovation and next 
year’s wrestling schedule. I wish you all the best and God Bless.  

Take care,

Glen Lanham
Duke Wrestling | Building the Total Student-Athlete

CAPTAINS CORNER  
“My time at Duke has taught me more than I ever could have expected”

Conner Hartmann - Redshirt Junior 
My time at Duke has taught me more than I ever could have expected. As a person, I have become well-rounded and prepared 
for whatever I choose to pursue beyond college. The people, the environment, and the opportunities have forever changed 
me for the better, and I shall cherish the remaining years of my career here. Duke Wrestling provides an opportunity for 
champions to thrive and succeed, and the coaching staff is entirely responsible for this. Their commitment and ability to 
create outstanding wrestlers is second to none. Looking forward, I see Duke Wrestling poised to break into the national scene 
and confirm to everyone what I already know: that this program is on the rise and capable of the highest level of success in 
every facet of the collegiate experience.

More information on Conner’s accolades in 2013-14

Hartmann Named ACC Wrestler of the Week   |  Hartmann Takes 5th at NCAA Championships; Earns All-America

Immanuel Kerr-Brown - Redshirt Senior
Coming off of this season, I am very excited for myself and teammates. We saw a lot of improvement and are expecting a 
great summer of training. Knowing that I only have one more year to accomplish my goals is definitely going to be keeping 
me fired up to continue to make myself and my teammates better. Knowing that my time at Duke is shortly coming to an 
end is also making realize how important the relationships I have formed are and that I want to continue to get to know my 
teammates, fellow athletes, and classmates even more. With all this being said my experience as a student athlete thus far 
has been amazing, and I can’t wait to see what this last year brings. 

Go Duke!
 
   IKB

More information on IKB’s successful 2013-14 season

Kerr-Brown Remains Unbeaten in ACC with Win at Maryland  |  Hartmann, Kerr-Brown Advance to Day 2 at NCAA Championships
Kerr-Brown Honored for Work On and Off the Mat
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW ROOM!
Thanks to the generous support of alumni and Duke athletics and wrestling supporters the Blue Devils will be gaining additional practice 
space to its existing wrestling room. As Coach Lanham said before, construction started April 28 and it includes outfitting the room with 
a brand new compression floor to help the student-athletes avoid injury. In addition to all of the new space, the room will feature images 
of Duke wrestlers over the years on the walls as well as a wall outside listing all of the letterwinners in program history. Check out the 
progression below. Pictures are worth a thousand words. 

A PANORAMIC STORY OF DUKE WRESTLING

The original windows and wall were knocked down to give the team an extra 560 
square feet of wrestling space.

The next step was to start installing a compression floor which will help the 
athletes stay healthy with less of an impact on their bodies during practice.



DUKE BY THE NUMBERS ON THE MAT

5 - Conner Hartmann’s place at the 2014 NCAA Championships at 
197 pounds

26 - Wins for Immanuel Kerr-Brown in 2013-14, a career-best and just 
three fewer than he had his previous two seasons combined

29 - Place Duke finished as a team at NCAA Championships, the 
highest finish in program history

7 - Top 25 opponents Duke faced during the 2013-14 campaign, the 
most difficult schedule in Duke wrestling history

2 - Blue Devils advanced to the second day of competition at the NCAA 
Championships, marking just the second time that had happened in 
Duke history and the first since 1997

9 - Wins over ranked opponents by redshirt sophomore Conner 
Hartmann in 2013-14

5-1 - Immanuel Kerr-Brown’s ACC record in 2013-14, two more 
conference wins than he had in his previous two seasons combined

15 - Wins for Jacob Kasper in his rookie season at 184 pounds, the 
most of any Duke freshman

11 - Newcomers to the Duke wrestling program for the upcoming 
2014-15 season

DUKE BY THE NUMBERS OFF THE MAT

6 - Duke’s rank academically among all Division I wrestling 
programs, up three spots from the previous year

3.30 - Duke Wrestling’s team grade point average for the 2014 
spring semester

5 - Blue Devils named to the All-ACC Academic Team, tied for 
the most in the conference - Connor Bass, Jacob Kasper, Xaviel 
Ramos, Evan Botwin, Marcus Cain

3.75 - Freshman Spencer Neff’s grade point average for 2013-14

2 - Blue Devil graduates in 2014 as Brian Self and Brandon 
Gambucci

Conner Hartmann

Immanuel Kerr-Brown

Jacob Kasper

DUKE’S ACADEMIC LEADERS BY CLASS

2014
BRANDON GAMBUCCI

2015
DYLAN RYAN

2016
EVAN BOTWIN

2016
BRIAN DORSEY

2017
SPENCER NEFF

2013-14 Blue Devils

2014 GRADUATES

BRIAN SELF & BRANDON GAMBUCCI



 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
“Looking back on my four years, I truly believe I couldn’t have picked a better school to wrestle and earn my degree at than Duke University”

BRIAN SELF

Throughout my four years at Duke I have had the opportunity to learn and grow as an individual and as an athlete. When I first arrived at Duke 
I was like a lost puppy looking for his way. As the years have passed I’ve developed lifelong friendships with my teammates and coaches that I 
wouldn’t trade for anything. Coach Lanham and his coaching staff have instilled in me and my team the values and characteristics it takes to 
be a true champion. These qualities I have gained will be invaluable in my following years as I enter law school and the real world. I’ve had the 
opportunity to see this team grow and succeed and surpass all other peoples’ expectations. It’s been such a great ride and I wish it hadn’t gone 
by so quickly. Looking back on my four years, I truly believe I couldn’t have picked a better school to wrestle and earn my degree at than Duke 
University. 

 - Brian “Bulldog” Self

BRANDON GAMBUCCI

These last four years at Duke University have been some of the most awe-inspiring, challenging, arduos, wonderful, heartbreaking, and most 
fulfilling years of my life. These past four years have made me a better student, a better wrestler, and a better person. Duke has given me the 
best friends and the best mentors a person could ask for. My time at Duke has given me something indescribable in words and the chance to 
chase my dreams. Duke Wrestling is everything I could ever ask for in a wrestling program. It’s more than a wrestling program, we are a family. 
Throughout my time on the Duke wrestling team, we’ve battled, supported, and loved each other. I find myself among the luckiest people in the 
world for having the experience I’ve had and I’m grateful to have another year. There’s no better place in the world to go than Duke to chase 
your dreams.

 - Brandon Gambucci

DUKE IN THE COMMUNITY

URBAN MINISTRIES SOUP KITCHEN 

LEAPS (Learning through experience, action partnership and service)

BULL CITY LITTLE LEAGUE 

The Duke wrestling program believes strongly in leaving a lasting impact on the mat, in the classroom and in the Duke and Durham communities. 
Throughout the course of the academic year the wrestlers and coaches will join forces in lending a helping hand to various community service 
projects in the Durham area. The Duke wrestling team is an avid supporter of all of Duke’s sports teams and was voted by its fellow student-
athletes as the Most Support Team at the annual S.T.A.R.S. award ceremony in April. 

The Total 
Student-Athlete

Duke’s Most 
Supportive Team


