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No. Name Pos B/T Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)
2 Ben Condon INF R/R 6-1 170 Fr. Peachtree City, Ga. (Woodward Academy)
3 Ryan Knott RHP S/R 6-3 195 Fr. Huntley, Ill. (Marian Central Catholic)
4 Jonathan Foreman RHP R/R 5-11 200 So. Lafayette, La. (Lafayette)
7 Kyle Butler RHP R/R 5-10 160 Jr. Apex, N.C. (Apex)
8 Andrew Wolcott RHP R/R 6-6 240 Jr. Grayslake, Ill. (Warren Township)
9 Kyle Kreick C R/R 5-10 190 Sr. Dallas, Texas (Berkner)
10 Ryan McCurdy INF R/R 5-10 170 So. Tampa, Fla. (Plant)
12 Jake Lemmerman INF R/R 6-2 180 Fr. Newport Beach, Calif. (Corona Del Mar)
14 Gabriel Saade INF R/R 5-11 180 So. Miami, Fla. (Gulliver Prep)
15 Sam Allen RHP R/R 6-3 190 Fr. Roswell, Ga. (Roswell)
17 Michael Ghizzoni OF R/R 5-11 195 So. Piedmont, S.C. (Wren)
18 Matt Williams C R/R 5-10 205 Jr. Northville, Mich. (Northville)
19 Jeremy Gould LHP/OF R/L 6-3 200 So. Bellaire, Texas (Bellaire)
20 Tom Luciano OF R/R 6-1 180 Fr. Pound Ridge, N.Y. (Fox Lane)
21 Tim Sherlock OF L/L 6-1 185 Jr. Scottsdale, Ariz. (Chaparral)
23 Michael Seander RHP R/R 6-2 215 So. Pawtucket, R.I. (Saint Raphael Academy)
24 Cameron Schulz RHP R/R 6-3 195 Fr. Chapel Hill, N.C. (East Chapel Hill)
25 Ron Causey RHP R/R 5-11 200 Sr. Summerfi eld, N.C. (Wesleyan Academy)
26 Dennis O’Grady RHP/INF R/R 5-10 175 Fr. Floral Park, N.Y. (Archbishop Molloy)
27 Ryan Perry RHP R/R 6-1 180 Sr. Houston, Texas (Bellaire)
28 John Bunder RHP/UT R/R 6-3 170 Fr. Kennesaw, Ga. (Harrison)
32 Alex Hassan RHP/OF R/R 6-3 200 So. Boston, Mass. (Boston College)
34 Jonathan Nicolla 1B R/R 6-2 220 Sr. Rensselaer, N.Y. (Columbia)
35 Grant Monroe RHP/INF R/R 6-4 200 Fr. Schaumburg, Ill. (Schaumburg)
36 Michael Ness RHP R/R 6-4 205 So. Chatham, N.J. (Seton Hall Prep)
42 Nate Freiman 1B/C R/R 6-8 240 Jr. Wellesley, Mass. (Wellesley)
45 Will Currier RHP R/R 6-4 215 So. Dripping Springs, Texas (Dripping Springs)
49 Christopher Manno LHP/OF L/L 6-1 160 So. Brooklyn, N.Y. (Xaverian)

22 Head Coach: Sean McNally (Third Season, Duke ’94)
1 Assistant Coach: Matthew Boggs (Third Season, Georgia Tech ’02)
33 Assistant Coach: Sean Snedeker (Second Season, Texas A&M ’90)
11 Volunteer Assistant Coach: Jonathan Anderson (First Season, Duke ’07)
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15 Sam Allen
28 John Bunder
7 Kyle Butler
25 Ron Causey
2 Ben Condon
45 Will Currier
4 Jonathan Foreman
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3 Ryan Knott
9 Kyle Kreick
12 Jake Lemmerman
20 Tom Luciano
49 Christopher Manno
10 Ryan McCurdy
35 Grant Monroe
36 Michael Ness
34 Jonathan Nicolla
26 Dennis O’Grady
27 Ryan Perry
14 Gabriel Saade
24 Cameron Schulz
23 Michael Seander
21 Tim Sherlock
18 Matt Williams
8 Andrew Wolcott
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Head baseball coach Sean McNally enters 
his third season at the helm of  the Duke base-
ball team after returning to his alma mater 
prior to the 2006 season.

 In his first two seasons, McNally led the 
Blue Devils to drastic improvements in near-
ly every facet of  the game and looks to build 
off  a successful 2007 campaign that saw the 
team flirt with a 30-win season. Despite hav-
ing a combined 15 freshmen and sophomores 
on the 2007 squad compared to just six juniors 
and two seniors, the McNally-led Blue Devils 
notched 29 victories with a lineup that featured 
three major league draft picks and a Freshman 
All-America selection.

 After jumping out to a 15-1 record follow-
ing a nine-game win streak to open the season, 
McNally guided Duke to eight wins in ACC 
play with upsets over Georgia Tech, then-No.1-
ranked Florida State and College World Series 
runner-up North Carolina. Duke also claimed 
a victory over Virginia and took two of  three 
games from Virginia Tech while claiming
series sweeps over three opponents.

 The key to the team’s success was marked 
improvement in all aspects of  the game, a goal 
that McNally set for his squad prior to the 2007 
season. 

 “Our general goal was to be collectively 
better in all phases of  the game and I feel we 
accomplished this task in 2007,” McNally said. 
“Our players worked hard throughout the year 

to continually improve and I am glad that they 
got some positive results.”

 Duke finished the 2007 season with a col-
lective batting average of  .302, marking the 
first time since 1998 that the team batted over 
.300. The Blue Devils also lowered their team 
ERA to 4.50 while holding opponents to a .275 
batting average, both among the best marks 
over the past 10 seasons. McNally also coached 
Duke’s first All-ACC selection since 2004 in 
right-hander Tony Bajoczky, who went 9-3 
with a 3.22 ERA during the 2007 season. 

McNally has also drawn in a pair of  recruit-
ing classes that have already made immense 
contributions and solidified a firm foundation 
for the program’s future. McNally’s 2006 re-
cruits included Freshman All-America closer 
Michael Seander, starting middle infielders 
Gabriel Saade and Ryan McCurdy and pitcher/
outfielder Alex Hassan, all of  whom cemented 
roles as starters early in the 2007 season. 

 McNally’s impact on the program is evi-
dent in the statistics as well as in the quality of  
his student-athletes. In addition to the on-field 
accomplishments, the Duke baseball team has 
enjoyed consistent success in the classroom. 
Senior Tony Bajockzy and sophomore Nate 
Freiman were named to the ESPN The Maga-
zine Academic All-District III second team last 
season while also receiving All-ACC Academic 
honors along with Saade and sophomore Matt 
Williams. Additionally, McNally has placed 21 
players on the ACC Academic Honor Roll dur-
ing his two-year tenure.

Additionally, four former Blue Devils,
including Brett Bartles, Larry Broadway, Tony 
Runion and Ryan Jackson, have returned to 
Duke under McNally’s tenure to complete 
their degree requirements. All four Blue Devils 
enjoyed successful careers on the Duke base-
ball team before departing early for the major 
leagues after being drafted as juniors.

The Blue Devils have also become active 
members of  the Durham community under 
McNally’s watch, taking time to participate in 
numerous community service initiatives. Proj-
ects include the Duke-sponsored Verizon Read, 
the Urban Ministries Soup Kitchen and a clean-
up of  Lyon Park among several others.

 During his playing career at Duke, McNally 
was a four-year starter and served as team cap-
tain for his final two seasons. As a senior in 1994, 
he received All-ACC honors and set single-sea-
son school records for batting average (.408) and 
slugging percentage (.775), while finishing the 
season with 89 hits, 19 doubles, eight triples, 17 
home runs and 71 RBI. He ranks among the top 
five in school history with 17 triples and 181 
RBI in his career and among the top 10 in runs 
scored, batting average, hits and doubles. 

 Following four seasons in the Blue and 
White, McNally was selected in the 16th round 
of  the 1994 Major League Baseball Draft by 
the Kansas City Royals and played nine seasons 
of  professional baseball. He reached as high as 
the Triple-A level with Calgary (Florida Mar-
lins) in 2002, and Buffalo (Cleveland Indians) 
and Tucson (Arizona Diamondbacks) in 2001. 
In 1999, McNally was named to the Texas 
League (AA) All-Star Team after posting a .282 
batting average along with 36 home runs and 
109 RBI. Overall, he played for six professional 
organizations, including Kansas City (1994-
99), Florida (2000), Cleveland (2001), Arizona 
(2001), Texas (2002) and Montreal (2002). 

 Prior to taking the reigns of  the Blue Devil 
baseball team, McNally spent three years coach-
ing in the professional ranks for Cleveland In-
dians affiliates Burlington (A) and Akron (AA). 
He served as the hitting coach for both squads 
before being promoted to manager of  the Burl-
ington Indians in 2005. As the hitting coach for 
the Akron Aeros in 2004, McNally instructed 
several professional players on their way to the 
majors, including Ben Francisco (OF, Cleveland 
Indians), Ryan Garko (1B, Cleveland Indians), 
Franklin Gutierrez (OF, Cleveland Indians), 
Joe Inglett (IF, AAA Buffalo) and Kevin Kouz-
manoff  (3B, San Diego Padres). 

 Additionally, McNally served as an aca-
demic advisor within the Duke Athletic De-
partment from 2003-04, where he managed the 
Verizon Read with the Blue Devils community 
outreach program.

 McNally is married to the former Kim 
Voyticky, an All-ACC performer in track and 
field at Duke. The couple recently had their 
first child, a baby girl named Michaela.

SeanSean
McNallyMcNally
Head CoachHead Coach
Third SeasonThird Season
Duke ’94Duke ’94

2222 The Sean McNally File

Born: December 14, 1972
Hometown: Rye, N.Y.
Career Record: 44-65 (Third Season)
Record at Duke: 44-65 (Third Season)
Education: B.A., History and Political Science
      Duke University, ’94

Coaching Career
• Named head coach of Duke in 2005
• Led Duke to 29-25 record in 2007 for most wins in
 nearly a decade
• Coached three Blue Devil MLB draft picks in 2007
• Spent three seasons as a hitting coach in the
 Cleveland Indians organization, including stints at
 Akron (AA) and Burlington (A)
• Named manager of the Burlington Indians (A) in 2005

Professional Career
• 16th Round Draft Choice by Kansas City (1994)
• Nine seasons in professional baseball
• 1999 Texas League (AA) All-Star

Collegiate Career at Duke (1991-94)
• Academic All-America (1994)
• Academic All-District (1994)
• Four-time ACC Academic Honor Roll honoree
• All-ACC infi elder (1994)
• Two-year team captain
• Career .332 batting average
• Holds Duke’s single-season batting average (.408)
 and slugging percentage records (.775)
• Ranks among top-10 in school history in hits,
 doubles, triples, home runs, RBI, batting average 
 and runs scored
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Sean Snedeker returns for his second 
season as an assistant on the Duke coaching 
staff  after joining the team prior to the 2007 
season. Snedeker will once again oversee the 
development of  Duke’s pitching staff.

In his first season at Duke, Snedeker man-
aged a Blue Devil pitching staff  that turned 
in a combined 4.50 ERA for the team’s low-
est mark in over a decade. Under Snedeker’s 
guidance, Duke pitchers allowed the second 
fewest hits and walks in the ACC in 2007, 
giving up just 517 hits and surrendering 
only 168 free passes. The 168 walks marked 
Duke’s lowest total since 1994, while the 
517 hits were the fewest allowed since 1998. 
Among his top performers in 2007 were se-
nior All-ACC selection Tony Bajoczky, who 
was drafted by the Boston Red Sox after 
posting a career-best 9-3 record, and Fresh-
man All-America Michael Seander, who 
concluded his freshman campaign with nine 
saves and a team-low 1.61 ERA. 

Snedeker’s influence was most noticeable 
in the case of  Bajoczky, who entered his se-
nior season with a career record of  3-11 and 
a cumulative ERA of  6.70. In just one sea-
son with the Tallahassee, Fla., native, Sne-
deker turned Bajoczky into one of  the most 
dominant pitchers in the ACC and Duke’s 
first All-ACC selection since 2004. 

Snedeker was also instrumental in de-
veloping what turned out to be one of  the 
most successful crop of  freshman pitch-
ers in school history. In addition to Sean-
der, Snedeker mentored freshmen Michael 
Ness, Will Currier and Jonathan Foreman, 
who combined for 9 of  Duke’s 29 victories 
in 2007. Ness turned in a 4-3 record with 
23 appearances on the year, including two 
starts, and contributed 58.0 innings on the 
mound. Currier quickly emerged as one of  
Duke’s top bullpen options, logging 41.0 in-
nings over 17 appearances while compiling a 
4-0 record and a 3.51 ERA. 

Also among Snedeker’s top projects were 
two-way freshmen Alex Hassan and Jeremy 
Gould. Also listed as outfielders, Snede-
ker molded the two Blue Devils into viable 
pitching options in their first season. Hassan 
quickly solidified a spot as a weekend starter 
and made 11 starts on the mound to finish 
with a pair of  wins and a 5.80 ERA through 
over 54 innings of  work. Gould became one 
of  Duke’s top performers out of  the bullpen, 
logging four consecutive scoreless relief
appearances to end the season, all of  which 
were against ACC opponents.

A native of  Bryan, Texas, Snedeker 
brings a wealth of  experience to Duke after 
spending 12 seasons as a pitching coach in 

the Chicago White Sox organization and one 
season with a Los Angeles Dodgers affiliate 
in the Pioneer League. Snedeker worked pri-
marily with developing talent at the Class-
A and Rookie levels, most recently with 
the White Sox’ Class-A affiliate Kannapolis 
Intimidators. Snedeker has coached over 30 
current or former major league pitchers, 
most notably 2005 American League All-
Star Jon Garland. 

Additionally, Snedeker’s 2002 Kannapo-
lis Intimidators pitching staff  led all White 
Sox farm teams with a 3.63 ERA and 1,000 
strikeouts, while his Advanced Rookie pitch-
ing corps in Bristol led the Appalachian 
League in strikeouts and saves and finished 
second in ERA.

Snedeker also spent six seasons as a play-
er in the Los Angeles Dodgers system after 
being selected in the 30th round of  the 1988 
MLB Amateur Draft. He reached as high 
as the AA level and finished his career with 
a combined 34-21 record and a 3.24 ERA 
while starting over 70 games on the mound. 
His career highlight came at Class-A Vero 
Beach when he tossed a seven-inning perfect 
game on August 28, 1991 against St. Lucie.

As a right-handed pitcher at Texas A&M 
from 1987-88, Snedeker compiled a 17-4 
overall record on the mound in two seasons 
of  work. In 1988, Snedeker turned in a 9-2 
record and a 3.50 ERA while striking out 87 

batters and walking 41. He earned the C.E. 
“Pat” Olsen Outstanding Pitcher Award in 
the same year. 

Snedeker graduated from Texas A&M in 
1990 and holds both a Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degree in Kinesiology.  He and his wife, 
Mary Jane, have two children, Sydney (14) 
and Sy (9).

SeanSean
SnedekerSnedeker
Pitching CoachPitching Coach
Second SeasonSecond Season
Texas A&M ’90Texas A&M ’90
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The Sean Snedeker File

Born: June 18, 1965
Hometown: Bryan, Texas
Education: B.S. Kinesiology, Texas A&M, 1990
     M.S. Kinesiology, Texas A&M, 2000

Coaching Career
• Spent 12 seasons as a pitching coach in the
 Chicago White Sox organization
• Worked primarily at the Rookie and Class-A level
 clubs developing and acclimating young talent to
 the professional ranks
• Has coached over 30 current or former major 
 league pitchers, including 2005 American League
 All-Star Jon Garland

Previous Coaching Stops
Kannapolis Intimidators (Chicago White Sox — A)  2002-04, 2006
Winston-Salem Warthogs (Chicago White Sox — A) 2005
Bristol Sox (Chicago White Sox — Rookie) 1999-2001
Hickory Crawdads (Chicago White Sox — A) 1996-98
Sarasota White Sox (Chicago White Sox — A) 1995
Great Falls Dodgers (Los Angeles Dodgers — Rookie) 1994

Professional Career
• Selected in the 30th round of the 1988 MLB Draft
• Compiled a 34-21 record and a 3.24 ERA over six
 seasons in the minor leagues with the Dodgers
• Pitching a seven-inning perfect game at Class-A
 Vero Beach on August 28, 1991

Collegiate Career at Texas A&M (1997-93)
• Compiled a career 17-4 record at Texas A&M, 
 going 8-2 in his fi rst season and 9-2 in his second 
 season
• Finished with a career 3.76 ERA and surrendered 
 just 166 hits through 184 innings
• Earned the C.E. “Pat” Olsen Outstanding Pitcher
 Award in 1988.
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Former Blue Devil outfielder and left-handed pitcher Jonathan Anderson 
will stay on as a volunteer assistant coach after graduating in 2007 following a 
four-year playing career at Duke. Anderson’s responsibilities will include coach-
ing the outfielders, running the bunting program and assisting with base run-
ning and hitting. He will also coach first base and is in charge of  the Duke 
Baseball Academy and the academic development of  the student-athletes.

Anderson played in 187 games for the Blue Devils from 2004-07 while start-
ing 169  contests over his career. As a senior, he put it together on the mound 
and at the plate, finishing with a .337 batting average and a 2.91 ERA. Anderson 
scored 40 runs while swiping 14 stolen bases and laying down a league-leading 
20 sacrifice bunts. He was one of  Duke’s most consistent fielders as well, going 
errorless in 107 opportunities in the outfield. The southpaw also compiled a 3-4 
record, three saves and a 2.91 ERA on the mound in 2007, notching eight starts 
and 19 total appearances. 

As a freshman and a junior, Anderson started every game for Duke, while 
leading the team in batting average (.313) as a junior and steals (16) as a fresh-
man. Anderson put together a career .280 batting average with 174 hits, 119 
runs and 41 stolen bases. He finished his career with the 10th-most stolen bases 
in school history.

“We are excited to have a person of  great character in Jonathan Anderson 
join our staff  here at Duke,” head coach Sean McNally said. “I have enjoyed 
coaching Jonathan the past two seasons and look forward to the many positive 
qualities that he will bring to our program in this new role. He is a student of  
the game with a tremendous work ethic who had success both on the mound and 
in the outfield here at Duke. His energy, enthusiasm and passion for both Duke 
University and Duke Baseball will be a welcome addition.”

Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, and a native of  Miami, Fla., Anderson graduated 
from Duke in 2007 with a degree in History. 

JonathanJonathan

AndersonAnderson
Volunteer AssistantVolunteer Assistant
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Duke, ’07Duke, ’07

Miami, Fla.Miami, Fla. 1111

Matthew Boggs enters his third season as an assistant coach at Duke after join-
ing the team prior to the 2006 season. Boggs will once again oversee the catch-
ers and assist with coaching the hitters. Additionally, Boggs was recently pro-
moted to recruiting coordinator and will look to continue the program’s strong 
recruiting trend.

Under Boggs’ direction, Duke had one of  the best defensive outfield units in 
the nation in 2007, as the Blue Devils committed just two errors in the outfield 
all season. The starting duo of  senior Jonathan Anderson and junior Jimmy Gal-
lagher each turned in perfect 1.000 fielding percentages in the outfield, while 
starting freshman Alex Hassan committed just two faults all season. 

With Boggs’ assistance, Duke batted .302 on the season, marking the first 
time since 1998 that the Blue Devils batted over .300 as a team. Five Blue Dev-
ils finished with averages over .300, including Gallagher, who finished with a 
.360 clip on the way to a seventh-round selection by the Chicago White Sox. At 
239th overall, Gallagher became the highest-drafted Duke outfielder in program 
history.  During his five-year coaching career, Boggs has already mentored 15
players who have reached the professional ranks. 

Prior to his start at Duke, Boggs spent two seasons as an assistant coach 
at Tulane where he coached outfielders and hitters. He helped lead the Green 
Wave to the Conference USA regular season and co-tournament titles in 2005 
along with a College World Series berth. Under his direction at Tulane, three 
players earned first team Conference USA honors, including the C-USA Player 
and Freshman of  the Year. Boggs also spent one season as an assistant coach at 
Georgia Southern in 2003.

A standout infielder during his four-year playing career at Georgia Tech from 
1998-2002, Boggs ranks among the school’s top 10 in runs scored and games 
played and 15th in total hits. Boggs turned in batting averages over .300 in each 
of  his four seasons, including a .363 clip as a senior when he knocked 12 doubles, 
two triples and drove in 43 RBI to help the Yellow Jackets to the College World 
Series. Boggs served as team captain as a junior and a senior and finished his 
career with a .337 batting average, a .463 on base percentage and 41 stolen bases. 
He also holds the Georgia Tech career record for most times hit by a pitch in a 
career and a single season. 

A four-time member of  the ACC Academic Honor Roll while at Georgia 
Tech, Boggs was a standout in the classroom as well. He earned Verizon District 
III Academic All-America honors in 1999, 2001 and 2002 and a second team 
Academic All-America selection as a senior. 

A 2002 graduate of  Georgia Tech, Boggs holds a B.S. degree in Textile and 
Fiber Engineering. He has a brother, Mitchell, who is a pitcher in the St. Louis 
Cardinals organization. 

The Jonathan Anderson File

Born: October 12, 1984
Hometown: Miami, Fla.
Education: B.A. History, Duke University, 2007

Playing Career
• Outfi elder/Left-handed pitcher at Duke from 2004-07
• Started 169 games and played in 187 in his four-year career
• Ranks 10th on Duke’s career steals list (41)
• Batted .337 with 40 runs and 14 stolen bases in 2007
• Put together a 2.91 ERA, three saves and a 3-4 record in 2007
• Led the ACC in sacrifi ce bunts (20) in 2007
• Went errorless in 107 chances in the outfi eld as a senior
• Led Duke in batting average (.313) as a junior and stolen bases (16) 
 as a fresman
• Career batting average of .280 with 174 hits,119 runs and 41 stolen
 bases
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BoggsBoggs
Assistant CoachAssistant Coach
Recruiting CoordinatorRecruiting Coordinator
Third SeasonThird Season
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The Matthew Boggs File

Born: October 15, 1978
Hometown: Dalton, Ga.
Education: B.S. Textile and Fiber Engineering, Georgia Tech, 2002

Coaching Career
• Oversaw a Duke outfi eld that committed just two errors in 2007
• Assisted with coaching Duke’s hitters, helping the group bat over 
 .300 in 2007 for the fi rst time in nearly a decade
• Mentored Duke outfi elder Jimmy Gallagher, who was taken in the 
 7th round of the 2007 MLB Draft
• Recently promoted to Recruiting Coordinator after helping draw in 
 two of the most talented freshman classes in school history
• Has coached 15 players who have reached the professional ranks

Previous Coaching Stops
Tulane University Assistant Coach 2004-05
Georgia Southern Assistant Coach 2003

Collegiate Career at Georgia Tech (1998-2002)
• A four-year starter for the Yellow Jackets
• Team captain in 2001 and 2002
• Put together a career .337 batting average, a .463 on base percent-
 age and 41 stolen bases
• Hit .363 with 12 doubles and 43 RBI from the leadoff spot as a 
 senior
• Ranks among top 10 in school history in runs scored and games 
 played and top 15 in total hits
• Four-year member of ACC Academic Honor Roll
• Three-time Verizon District III Academic All-America choice
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Around the HornAround the Horn

Sophomore Gabriel Saade, a 5-11, 180 pound infi elder, will shift to sec-
ond base after starting 48 games at shortstop as a freshman. Saade was part of 
25 doubles plays last season and should work well in the middle with freshman 
Jake Lemmerman taking over at shortstop. A native of Miami, Fla., Saade has 
the offensive potential to be one of the top run scorers in the lineup. He mashed 
fi ve home runs as a freshman while driving in 36 runs and scoring 34 times.  He 
also swiped 11 bases in 13 attempts while drawing 19 walks at the plate.

Lemmerman, a freshman and a four-year letterman at Corona Del Mar High 
School, will most likely get the opening day start at shortstop after putting to-
gether an impressive fall campaign for the Blue Devils. A four-time all-league 
selection in high school, Lemmerman was named the Newport Mesa Player of the 
Year as a senior after batting .472 with 10 home runs and 36 RBI. He showed con-
sistency at the plate throughout his high school career, turning in a .392 average 
as a sophomore and following with a .430 clip as a junior. At 6-2 and 180 pounds, 

Lemmerman is a multi-tool player 
who could be one of the ACC’s top 
newcomers in 2008.

Freshman Dennis O’Grady 
is also available for middle in-

fi eld duties. O’Grady was a three-
year letterman at Archbishop Molloy 

High School where he was named the 
Queens Courier Player of the Year as 
a junior. O’Grady comes to Duke fresh 
off a senior campaign in which he batted 
.375 with six home runs and 55 RBI. 

Middle InfieldMiddle Infield
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Gabriel SaadeGabriel Saade

Matt Williams, a 5-10, 200 pound junior, returns as one of the top all-
around players on the team and will once again serve as the Blue Devil backstop. 
A two-year starter, Williams possesses tremendous defensive skills behind the 
plate and has already started over 100 games in his career. He also made strides 
in the batter’s box last season, displaying improved plate discipline while fi n-
ishing with the fourth-highest batting average on the team at .308. A native of 
Northville, Mich., Williams knocked in 29 RBI and scored 30 runs while con-
necting on 53 hits and drawing 21 walks. He also gunned down 15 runners from 
behind the plate.

Senior Kyle Kreick could also see action behind the plate and will serve as 
the backup to Williams. Kreick, who was converted to the position after playing 
in the infi eld as a freshman and sophomore, has improved his defensive abilities 
since his junior campaign. Expected to contribute offensively as well, Kreick 
could earn his playing time with solid offensive production. Kreick batted .284 
as a junior while playing in 12 games. He started two contests as a designated 
hitter 

Junior fi rst baseman Nate Freiman also spent time at catcher last season, 
starting nine games at the position. He will also be available to spell Williams.  

CatcherCatcher

CatcherCatcher

Matt WilliamsMatt Williams

Nate Freiman, a 6-8, 240 pound junior, started every game last season 
and will once again anchor the lineup as one of Duke’s top run producers. As 
the starting fi rst baseman, Freiman batted .369 last season while leading the 
team in batting average and hits and sharing the team lead with seven home 
runs and 48 RBI. He also put together 24 multiple hit games and 12 con-
tests with two or more RBI while owning the second-longest hitting streak 
on the team at 14 games. One of the team’s most consistent performers at 
the plate, Freiman is also a tremendous asset in the fi eld. He was second 
on the team with a .988 fi elding percentage after committing just six er-
rors in a team-leading 502 chances. With an all-around solid game and a 
career .346 batting average, Freiman has the potential to emerge as one of the 
top hitters in the ACC in 2008.

Freiman also serves as a backup catcher 
and started nine games behind the plate last 
season. If Freiman were to step in for start-
ing catcher Matt Williams, senior Jonathan 
Nicolla and freshman Grant Monroe 
would be available for backup duties.

Nicolla started four games at 
fi rst and 17 as the designated hitter 
in 2007, batting .321 with 18 RBI. 
The 6-2, 220 pounder also knocked 
three home runs and fi ve doubles to 
fi nish with a .488 slugging percentage 
while crossing the plate 14 times.  He was 
more than serviceable in the fi eld and did not 
commit an error in 39 chances for a perfect 
1.000 fi elding percentage.

Monroe was a three-time all-state selec-
tion out of Schaumburg High School.

first BAsefirst BAse
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Sophomore Ryan McCurdy, who started 39 games in the infi eld 
as a freshman, will take over duties at the hot corner. At 5-10, 170 pounds,
McCurdy committed just eight errors in 188 chances as a freshman while 
spending the majority of his playing time at second base. One of the most 
reliable defensive players on the team, McCurdy was also putting together a 
nice offensive season before a shoulder injury sidelined him for the remain-
der of the year. In 39 games in 2007, all starts, McCurdy batted .260 with 
38 hits, 21 RBI and 24 runs scored while stringing together a nine-game 
hitting streak that ended after a 5-for-5 outing on March 3. McCurdy struck 
out just 11 times in 146 at bats while drawing eight walks. One of 
the most reliable defensive players on the team, 
McCurdy put together a streak of 49 consecu-
tive fi elding opportunities without commit-
ting an error over his last 10 games.

Backing up McCurdy will be fresh-
man Ben Condon. Condon, who 
comes to Duke after an outstanding 
prep career at Woodward Academy in 
Peachtree City, Ga., was twice named 
team MVP in high school and col-
lected all-state honors as a senior. 
A three-time all-area selection 
and an all-state honoree 
as a senior, Condon bat-
ted .456 as a senior and 
.420 as a junior while 
also turning in a .508 
clip with the East 
Cobb Yankees 
during the sum-
mer. 

Third BaseThird Base

Third BasemanThird Baseman

RyanRyan
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With 11 of 13 pitchers returning from 2007, the Duke 
pitching staff will once again provide a solid foundation 
for the team’s success in 2008. 

Sophomore Michael Seander returns after collect-
ing three Freshman All-America awards in 2007 when 
he emerged as one of the top closers in the ACC. Sean-
der picked up nine saves in a team-leading 28 appearances 
as a freshman, while putting together a team-low 1.61 ERA 
through 50 innings of work. At 6-2, 215 pounds, Seander 
could see work as a starter, but has already proven his worth 
as a top-end reliever.

Sophomore Michael Ness is also coming off an impressive 
freshman campaign in which he posted a 4-3 record through 23 
appearances that spanned 58 total innings. A 6-4, 205 pound 
righty, Ness possesses great command of his pitches, as evi-
denced by his 41 strikeouts and 15 walks in 2007. 

Junior Andrew Wolcott will once again be counted on 
to shoulder a heavy workload this season af-

ter topping 60 innings in each of his fi rst 
two seasons. Wolcott turned in a 4-3 

record and a 6.10 ERA through 10 
starts and seven relief outings last 
season.

Sophomores Will Currier 
and Jonathan Foreman will both 
focus solely on pitching duties this season after split-
ting time in the fi eld as freshmen. Last season, the two 
combined for 24 relief appearances and three starts.

Currier, a 6-4, 205 pound right-hander, turned in a 4-0 
record and a 3.51 ERA and was very effective in clutch 
situations, allowing just three of his 19 inherited run-

ners to score. Foreman, a 5-11, 195 pound righty, 
made eight relief appearances and two starts last 
season to fi nish with a 1-1 record. 

Sophomores Jeremy Gould and Alex
Hassan could also see work on the mound when not 
starting in the outfi eld. Hassan made 11 starts last 
season and fi nished with a 2-6 record, while Gould 
went 0-1 through eight appearances as a freshman.

Also slated to be one of the top relievers this 
season is junior Kyle Butler, a former walk-on and 
team manager who earned a spot on the roster as a 
sophomore. Butler logged nine appearances last sea-
son, including seven without an earned run, to fi nish 

with a 2.92 ERA and a 1-0 record. 
Seniors Ron Causey and Ryan Perry could also 

see a fair workload. Causey is a former catcher who was converted to a pitcher, while 
Perry will look to build off of a tremendous fall campaign. Sophomore Christopher 
Manno will serve as one of two southpaws on the pitching staff will look to build on 
his 9.64 strikeouts per nine innings average.

Also expected to make signifi cant contributions are a number of talented fresh-
men. Newcomers Sam Allen, John Bunder, Ryan Knott, Grant Monroe, Dennis 
O’Grady, and Cameron Schulz have the talent to make an immediate impact in 
their inaugural season.

PitchingPitching
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Returning starter Alex Hassan will anchor Duke’s outfi eld, while a num-
ber of returning players and newcomers have a shot at claiming the other two 
starting positions. 

Hassan, a 6-3, 190 pound sophomore, spent time in left and right fi eld in 
2007, starting a combined 41 games in the outfi eld. He could see action at all 
three spots in 2008 and has the tools to play all three. Hassan should once again 
be one of Duke’s top offensive contributors after mashing 17 extra base hits as 
a freshman, including three triples and a pair of home runs to drive in 37 runs. 
Hassan crossed the plate 39 times as a freshman while stealing seven bases in 
nine attempts. 

Jeremy Gould, a 6-3, 195 pound sophomore, is also in the hunt for a 
starting spot and will look to improve on a freshman season in which he batted 
.284 with nine RBI and 12 runs scored. Gould started 18 games as a freshman, 
including four in left fi eld. Over 67 at bats, Gould knocked 19 total hits, includ-
ing fi ve doubles, and swiped three bases. He drove in nine RBI and scored 12 
times while putting together a .383 on base percentage.

Both Gould and Hassan could also spend time on the mound, which will 
open the door for a number of other Blue Devils. Junior Tim Sherlock will be 
in the mix after seeing action in 31 total contests last season, including 13 starts 
in left fi eld. Sherlock batted .267 with six RBI and 11 runs scored last season 
and hit .404 on balls he put in play. A former 32nd-round draft choice out of 
high school, the 6-0, 185 pound Sherlock could lock down a starting spot with 
consistent production at the plate.

Sophomore Michael Ghizzoni will also provide a steady defensive
option throughout the season, while classmate Christopher Manno and fresh-
men Tom Luciano and John Bunder could also see playing time. Ghizzoni 
played in 15 games as a freshman while starting four, including three in left 
fi eld. He knocked fi ve hits last season, three of which went for extra bases. 

Manno made one start in left fi eld, while spending the majority of his play-
ing time on the mound. Manno batted .222 over nine at bats, collecting a pair of 
hits while crossing the plate four times. 

Luciano comes to Duke as a four-year letterman out of Fox Lane High 
School and was ranked among the top-35 prospects and top-10 outfi elders in 
the Northeast. Luciano batted .498 as a junior with 36 stolen bases and 54 runs 
scored and was an all-league sprinter on the track team.

Bunder comes to Duke after a three-year playing career at Harrison High 
School where he twice earned all-county honors. Bunder batted .410 as a senior 
with seven home runs, seven doubles and 29 RBI and also led the team in wins 
on the mound. 
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